
There are large differences in the rates of new
cases of and deaths from cervical cancer among
women from different racial and ethnic groups in
the United States.

• Rates of cervical cancer are 45% higher among Black
women and 65% higher among Hispanic women than
White women. 

• Death rates from cervical cancer are twice as high for
Black women and 42% higher among Hispanic women
than White women.  

Older women of color are at higher risk for
developing and dying from cervical cancer.  

• Death rates of cervical cancer for older Black women
are nearly three times greater than those for White
women of the same age group.   

• Older Hispanic women, Asian women and American
Indian/Alaska Native women also have much higher
death rates from cervical cancer than do White women.

• Cervical cancer mortality is higher than average among
Hispanic/Latina women living on the Texas-Mexico
border, and among White women in Appalachia, rural
New York State, and northern New England. 

• Cervical cancer incidence rates are five times higher
among Vietnamese American women than White
women.

Survival Rates
When found at an early stage, cervical cancer is one of
the most successfully treated cancers with a 92% 5-year
survival rate. This means that 92% of women treated at
an early stage of cervical cancer will survive for 5 years
after they have treatment.

Whites are more likely than African Americans to have
cancers diagnosed at early stages.

• Invasive cervical cancers are diagnosed at an early
stage in 56% of White women and 48% of African
American women.

• Overall 5-year survival rates from cervical cancer for
White women are 75% (1995-2001).

• Overall 5-year survival rates from cervical cancer for
African American women are 66% (1995-2001).

(continued on back)

Source: National Cancer Institute, SEER data: Cancer Statistics Branch,
released April 2006. 

Incidence and Mortality Rates from
Cervical Cancer by Race 
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Mortality Rates by Race and Age
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Cervical Cancer Screening 
Women have varying rates of cervical cancer screening
based on their racial or ethnic background or age.

• Hispanic women are screened much less often than
either White or Black women. 

• Older women,who are at particularly high risk of developing
cervical cancer, have very low screening rates.  

• Women have many reasons for not getting their Pap
tests. When asked why they are not getting their Pap
tests, women across racial groups said they either
“never thought about it,” “didn’t need it,” or that it 
was “too expensive.”

Because most women who don’t go in for screening say they “never thought about it,” we need to educate our friends
and family members about why screening is so important. Cervical cancer is 100% preventable if women participate in
regular screening programs that include either the Pap test, or the Pap and HPV tests depending on their age.

“Nowhere is this failure of our health care system more apparent than in the disparities in cervical cancer
incidence and outcome… suffered by members of particular racial and ethnic minority subgroups and other
underserved populations... Cervical cancer (is) a disease for which effective prevention—not just early
detection—and treatment have existed for decades.”

-Harold P. Freeman, M.D. National Cancer Institute, Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities (immediate past director)

Sources:
American Cancer Society. Cancer Facts and Figures 2006. Atlanta: American Cancer Society; 2006.
Freeman HP, Wingrove BK. Excess Cervical Cancer Mortality: A Marker for Low Access to Health Care in Poor Communities.
Rockville, MD: National Cancer Institute, Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities, May 2005. NIH Pub. No. 05-5282.

Older Hispanic women have the lowest screening rates
of any group.

Source: American Cancer Society, Cancer Facts and Figures 2006 
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Reasons for Not Receiving a Pap Test by Race/Ethnicity
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